
propriation* for next yeur, which begin* on the 1st of Julv
next, must be mtdt at ih« mudoa, and, when the appropria¬
tion* an made, the m.» to pattern ought to be provided
at the name time, instead of raising loans on an emergency,
aa we are now obliged to do, by reason of the short estimate
of the Secretary of the Treasury, when the twenty-three mil¬
lion %MB< oftl waa passed at the last session. He should have
ample time to negotiate his loan before the money is wanted.
It is, therefore, the clear duty of the Executive to ask that
provision may be made at this session for all the wants of the
Government for the next year, and not come, as at present, a

year behind the proper time.
What, he (Mr. V.) would ask, will be the receipts and

expenditures of the next fiscal year ? And what will be the
deficiency that must be provided (or by loan ' The Secretary
of the Treasury estimates it at twenty millions live hundred
thousand. He (Mr. V.) was afraid'thatin this the Secretary
was again as much below the mark as we now know he wus
a year ago. He estimates the receipts for next year at. thirty-
five millions.thirty-two from customs and three from the
public lands. Now, he had already shown that to the extent
of the interest on tho twenty million loun of last year, and
no further, can he use the proceeds of the public lands to pay
the expenses of the year; and there is great cause to fear
that the soldiers' bounty land warrants will so dry up the sales
as not to bring money enough from that source to pay even
the intercut on that loan.
Then there is nothing left to fall back upon but the cus¬

toms. So many causes.many of them oftentimes acciden¬
tal or occult.which are brought suddenly into action, so great¬
ly influence the commerce of the country that no certain, es¬

timates can be made.they must of necessity be approxima¬
tions only to the truth. Judging, however, from certain great
and general causes now at work, the revenue from the cus¬
toms for the year which begins on ^ic 1st of July next cannot
be safely estimated at more than twenty-six or twenty-aeven
millions.say twenty-seven.and put the land at a million
and a half, making twenty-eight and a half for the year.
This is the measure of the means of the Government. He
therefore deducted six and a half millions from the Secre¬
tary's estimate. What, on the other hand, will be the ex¬

penditures > There is now a much larger force in the public
service than was employed at the beginning of the present
year; and the fact that the Executive is pressing Congress
for a large addition to it shows that, even if no more

irou|m are granted by Congress, all now there will con¬
tinue tQ bo employed, and that therefore there is not the
remotest probability that the expenses of the next year will
fall below those those of this, assuming them to be no more.
He ^ had before shown that the estimates for this year al¬
ready sent in, amount to sixty-two mil ions seven hundred
and eighty-three thousand six hundred and sixty dollars ;
that probably two and a half millions must be added to that
for under-estimates in the Quartermaster's Department.bring¬
ing it up to upwards of sixty-five millious; to which must be
added at least two millions for additional interest next year on

the loan now proposed to be raised, and that which must be
raised at the beginning of the year to meet the wants of the
year.say sixty-seven millions of dollais. From this amount
take the next year's revenue.twenty eight and a half mil¬
lions.and there will Be a deficiency of thirty -eight and a half
millions to be provided for by loan instead of twenty millions
and a half, as estimated by the Secretary of the Treasury-
showing that the estimate for this year and next is about
equally below the real wants of the Government; that lor
next year, upon this calculation, being seventeen millions lew
than the wants of the Government, while that for this year is
now admitted to have been sixteen millions loo small, with
every probability, as he had before shown, that the deficit to
be supplied by loan will reach twenty-three millions or more.
It must be borne in mind that the Quartermaster General's es¬
timate alono f>ir the next year was cut down five millions and
forty-one thousand in the manner before stated ; the original
estimate having been for that Department $ 19,291,200, which
was reduced to $14,250,000. The Quartermaster General,
it will also be borne in mind, says it will require the most rigid
economy to make the reduced estimates do, should there be no

heavy losses of property, no extraordinary opeiations under¬
taken during the year, and the troops be not increased. We
know that more troops are urgently demanded ; that losses of
property must occur; that the Executive has now ch&nged his
policy, and is resolved upon carrying the war to the vitalasof
the enemy, which, in plain English, means to overrun and
subdue the whole vast territory of Mexico; and, in pursuance
of that policy, we already bear that great operations are or¬

ganizing for the reduction of Potosi and Queretaro. What,
then, will be the public debt at the end of the next fiscal year
if the war continue ? This has become a solemn and a'arm-
ing inquiry. He had already put down the probable debt at
the end of this year at seventy-three millions eight hundred
thousand dollars. If to that be added thirty-eight and a half
millions for the deficit of next year, the amount, at the close
of that year, will be upwards of one hundred and twelve mil¬
lions of dollars.

If, however, the sixteen millions now asked for will do for
this year, then the debt at the end of next year, should there
be a deficit of no mora than thirty-eight and a half millions in
that year, will be but one hundred four and a half millions.
Accoiding to tho estimates of the Secietary of«lhe Treasury,
the debt at the end of the next year will be eighty-six and a
half millions. These estimates sre all predicated upon the
supposition that the increased force asked tor is not raised. If
that is raised, it must largely increase the public expenditures.
It must be estimated for, and appropriations msde hereafter for
its support. Any one of these estimates exhibits a sad pros¬
pect for the country. Looking at .this bill as a mere money
transaction between the Government and the public creditor, it
may be thought to be more hontst thsn expedient to make a

disclosure of the present and prospective condition of the finan¬
cial aff.urs of the country < but it is not to be forgotten that
there is another party whose agents we are, the tax-paying
people who must foot the bills, and who have a right to know
the truth and the whole truth.to know how, by whom, and
for what their money is expended. He fait bound to say, that
from the nature and uncertainty of the facts from which many
of the opinions lie had stated are deduced, he could not rely
with entire confidence in the correctness of all his conclusions;
but they, were nevertheless conclusions he coull not avoid
coming to. He sincerely hoped, for the sake of the country,
that his calculations were as much above the future wants of
the Government as. the past estimates of the Executive are
now known to have been lielow them.

Mr. LIGON next obtained the floor, and addressed the
committee at length mainly on the subject of internal improve¬
ments by the General Government, a policy to which he ex¬

pressed his decided opposition. When he concluded the com¬
mittee rose and tRe House adjourned.

Wkd*k«djy, Feurvakt 9, 1848.
On motion of Mr. COBB, of Georgia, the House revived

itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the l.'nion,
(Mr. Bott* in the chair,) and proceeded to the considera¬
tion of the bill to authorize a loan not to exceed the sum of
$18,500,000.

Mr. FISHER, who was entitled to the floor from last even¬

ing, addressed the committee. There was a bill now before
the comm ttee (he aaid) authorizing the President of the Uni¬
ted States to burrow aome eighteen millioria five hundred thou¬
sand dollar*. It became them all to inquire what ia the cauae
of thia difficulty, and of the Government being involved to
the extent that rendera it neceasary to tyk for a loan of thnt
amount' It wan necessary for the people to know what in¬
duced thia atnte of thinga.whether we are really just, and
whether we have come into our preamt condition in an hon¬
orable and fair manner. Hi* colleague (Mr. Yihtos) the
other day had shown c'. early that it wa* the object of the Ad¬
ministration to conceal all the measures it contemplated from
the citizens of the fTnitcd States.to conceal the real situation
and condition of public affairs from the people, who have the
right to kuow. He (Mr. V.) had ahown clearly that the
Administration over-estimated in the one case and under esti¬
mated in the other.over-estimated the income of the Govern¬
ment, and under-estimated ita expenditures; and by that
meana had fallen short *>y the sum now asked to defray the
expenditures of the present fitcal year. He must say here in
his place (and be desired to apeak candidly on thia subject)that it had been the policy of this Administration, from the
commencement of this war to the present time, to keep the
people in ignorance of the true cause* of thia war, and of the
real condition of this country as affected by the war.

It certainly was a fact that the present war could not be
justified upon any sound principles of reason or justice < .the
course we had puraued could not be justified by a statement of
facta or fair argument : consequently, the President, in hia
messages, waa driven to the necessity of making statement*
that were utterly untrue. His advocates also, who were driven
to the necessity either of abandoning the Preaident or sup¬
porting him in his false position who could not support the
course of the Administration by truth and matter of fact, were
obliged to do it (if it was done at all) by making statements
which were entirrly untrne, for which there was no founda¬
tion, and by using ar^um^ut* whi<^> were either utterly un¬
sound and fallacious or foreign to the subject. This might
seem to be a strong position, but it was no atronger than
the truth.

It would take a long time for him to trace out all the un¬
true statement* that had been made by the opposite party.When he aaid their statements were untrue, he did not wi»h
to be understood as aaying that they had actually lied. Theymight have made these statementa through ignorance t for
what he knew, they might have been ignorant of the fact,and, if they were igpnrant of the fact, of courae it could not
be attributed to them a« a lie. Be that a* it might, it waa
their duty to know betterand wherever knowledge was a
duty, ignorance was a crime. Whatever it wai the duty of
a man to know, he did know, in the estimation of the laws
both of God and man, and waa held reaponsible for his acts.
Consequently, the Administration and ita advocatca placedthemselves in a poaition unenviable indeed. Their atate-
ments, their argumen'e, their aa<crtions were opposed to itiat-
ter of fact in. the main ; they were opposed to the history of
the country < they were opposed to the intelligence and know¬
ledge of the whole world.
Now, in order to argue this question fairly, (for he meant to

direct hia attention principally to the subject of the war,) or
to argue ahy other question fairly, it was positively necessary

in the outset, in order that their arguments ought be directed
to the point at issue, for the opposing or contesting parties to
ascertain what wan the real difference l.etween them.on what^ ^ hJTLee and on what point, they do not agree sKey mart iascertain exactly the issue between the twc. partU*,
and then direct their argument* accordmgly. What ton,

the issue beiweea the parties here in regard to this warTh^. President and his party assumed that the war wasjust.
iustlv commenced ; «»mmeuced by the act of Mexico ; that
l w uhed tht lust Wood.shed American blood on'a* 1

aoili that they struck the first blow. And many
w-«."«<»'. '.) '.k

tt dHetelieiSi'tuTwar was unnecessarily and unconstitutionally
i i-nniwijuently it was unjustly commenced 5 andcommenced , c0"^^ l/eIll of Mexico, but by the Pre.ide.itl'^ rliyBlates Mid by hi. order. He took the ground°i iVa challenge! proof to the contrary, that there hadalso, an

Mexitan foot placed, nor a drop of Americunbee. not^ the coraluJcement of theSar He would not *my himself but that the annexation ofZ a remote cause of war. The gentleman from{.'- ni CMr McL»**) the other day that he consider-KawarCunraSeoi our part,and to his (Mr. F«»0. , i |,A .hmisibt it roust be so to the mind of everyjmud.and he i g
t ^ ^ TeJaa had not been annexedmap.it was 11

war. Uut was the annexation ofthere would^ave boenn, ^ ^ ^1 exas unavo
tbe removal of our forces to the Riomediute cause^ of w»

pw-jdwit rf the lInited «,aUM). '1 beGrande >y
haj attempted to justify this act of the Pre-ge« i of "the United States by attempting to prove that thesident f

lu.tween the Nueces and the Rio Grande be-
Texa- Now, if in this those gentlemen had failedl°ogri£Tex.f. Noj, «for movinK our ltoo[» to the Rioto justify the

shown that that territory belonged toSi"" i iBtoBSBtb.t u» p«u»t rfib.UnitedBitte.'hll Wen guilty of curing «" »f ,ht' '""'VStates hau been g J
He wouu examine some of theof a neighboring p

j d entleavor t0 dis-grounds on w^cth^°w8eh£h aU parties c!>uld unite ; for wherecover aotne Polnl
aB8ertions, where there were irrecon-there wore con^ctg necessary to fix on some ground

M.poiotftoo.
kiart Well thi. ground he found here. It W"Bwhich to star . »

W0UU not be disputed by any

s£j&i£&
d'Atfaires to Tenas, says .none of b.. letter..»« b

Thewesterly point occupied by 1exaa wa. Co p
^ othfrmost westerly point, tart ^*ned ,

Theterritory, . occujaed at all,w.to tbto Government alsostate'that ihwe was a Mexican custom house and officer, atCos SanUa«o. How, then, did Texas become the owner of

lhU had tea admitted here, and he presumed it woulJ not
now be disputed, that originally Texas did notes end fur her
west than the Nueces river. It was also admitted that the ti
of Texas extended as far as her jurisdicUon which^l,) he

^"S£J* -£ e.e;.ei«,U.RioG^a^d" she ex3 toTjSdicUon «ndg ttolimhjof her republic so as to embrace that territory ^jd

extciid'ed juirisdic*'1011°*'°He wntellded-lS^z'X :I, was occupied I,, Me.ie.i, citiMO. 1 « >«['bet. »
table possession. Who would doubt that II any
to do so he had the documents l>efore him, fromjjahcould prove his position to be based on tnrth- If> '

baJico was in po-»es»ion of that territory, he ask =

. Lou»i...» formeriy oxtcud.J °~ '^"^eu .tar.'ST'«.*fiSES.w'on" eltend «o to. »

t'""A^dS leThim invite if it >b» .>»;
-,«bt ro-.«J

,.d the right, .he b.d it

b &^js^r^r^s;^wev^mh7il"Sl,dhS Uen I^ndoned , for Texas bad no
v*hd claim in consequence of the contrtct with Santa Anna.
Santa A ma had no authority over that territory mo-e th.n"L by any other General commanding , and if hebS he was a prisoner at the time the treaty was m.de .Sa-tan,' on the mount with the Saviour
the Redeemer all the kingdoms of the earth .
down and worship him , but tfe promised that which lie manorjo«e.s. And so it wa. with Santa Anna : for he had not
the nirht to give a foot of land in that territory. Thus, then,
h ap ped fhat the claim of Texas w.s l««d on 1*r own
declaration. Now, if a declaration will Rive t.tle. what wouK
prevent every member on thi. floor having as much landI as h

| chose } It was very certain that Mexico exercise jurt
__

over that territory, and it wa< equally n« certain that Texas
could get it only by one of two wav».conquest or treaty.
Well, did Texas conquer that territory' Every one pre*ent
knew she did not, although it had, he believed, !>een aaid by
some gentlemen that her force* had been driven to the oppo¬
site aide of the river. If this were 'to on one or two occa¬
sions, did the peop!e who occupied that territory rein-1 with
the Texans, or were they kept in obedience to Texan au¬

thority } Wby, years after ihoso event* occurred they found
the individuals residing there paying obedience to the laws of
Mexico, whore authority extended up the river to banta Pe <
and if a right existed to a foot of land at the mouth of the river,
the right extended to it* source.

If the principle for which gentlemen had contended on this
floor were once established in our Government, it would lie
the establishment of a principle which would seriously aflert
our own interests. Suppose, for instance, that Texas should
rebel against the United States. Texas is now a State of this
Union, a* she was once a 8tate of Mexico, and she might re¬
bel against our authority and proclaim herself indrjwndent.
Now, if she tthould do ao, and should declare that the Missis¬
sippi river was the boundary between us, would that declara¬
tion establish the boundary at that river > Suppose a few of
the inhabitant* residing on the eastern bank of the Sabine
should unite with the Texan* in their rebellion, and join in
such a declaration that the Mississippi, from its mouth to its
aource, was the boundary, would the fact I* any better estab¬
lished ' Not at *11. Nor was the piinciple laid down by the
President of the United Htate* and hiseupporter* less absurd t
nay morn, it woutd be subversive of all law, of all reason, and
of common sense, and it would ultimately prove destructive to
our own Government. The position of the President and his
advocates was so palpably ahsunl that be would venture to re¬
state it, for its reiteration would render argument useless. It
was this s If Texas should rebel against this Government, de¬
clare the Mississippi to be her boundary, and maintain her
independence nine years, as a matter of course Texas would
have the right to the western bank of that river, Iromils mouth
to ita source, including St I.ouis and all. Thus, it would lw
seen that, by establishing the principle for which the Presi¬
dent contended, we might do that which would prove de¬
structive to ourselves, fouth Carolina, in the event of suc¬cessful nullification, might thus have claimed to the Potomac,
or wherever else she pleasrd i and because she claimed it, ac¬
cording to the doctrine of the President and his supporters,
she would have been entitled to it.

Well, then, such b»ing the facts, it wa* apparent Texa* had
not conquered the territory In the valley of the Rio Grande.
She claimed but she bad not conquered it. Was there, then,
any thing done to justify the marching of our army to the Kio
Grande ? Wa* there any evidence of an intended invasion
of Texas by a Mexican force > It had been roundly asserted
by some gentleman, over and over again, that the President
of Mexico hail ordered the Mexican army to the eastern bank
of the Rio Grande. Well, what was done there * And who
commanded ' The gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Roiunsos)
stated that Ampudia, with tffci forces under hi* command,
crosaed the river and struck the first blow, and that American
blood wa* spilt there. Unfortunately forthe gentlemen whogave
utterance to such statements, they were not fbnndeiTin truth,
and were not susceptible of proof. If gentlemen would trace
the history of that affair they would And not the least evidence
that "Metico ever struck the first blow, or any blow, until af¬
ter aggressions had been made by troopapf these United State*.
What wa* the hi*tory of those transaction* ' Gen. Taylor
waa ordered to the Rio Grande by the President of the United
Statea, and when he arrived there Mexican citisen* fled from
before him. Having arrived there, he blockaded the mouth
of the Rio Grande, and then wrote to the President of the

United State*, informing Itim what be had don and statinr
that Mexico would Lave either to retreat or to t e over auu
fight him. From this ahe had no escape ; she had no alter¬
native but an inglorious retreat of a battle. Now, he would
a«k any dispassiuuate, man if this wua not war on our i>art >

Moat undeniably it wua.
But, again, previous to the attack made on Capt. Thorn¬

ton and hia command, order* had be^h gi*eu to Lieut. Porter
and other* to sour the country.* Pursuant to these orders
aa Htuted by Gen. Taylor in one of hia letter*, a Mexican cump
wa* discovered, and the attempt was mude to drive them awuy
In this uliuir two men were killed. Thi* waa before the at¬
tack on Capt. Thornton. There waa no evidence who struck
the lust blow. The atateuient was that an attack was made
but it was not sail] by whom that unfortunate allair wus com¬
menced. In the alfuir of Capt. Thornton it appeared that the
Mexicans were drawn up and that he charged them.
But to return to the march of our army ¦, and, for further

illustration, suppose that Texas, having maintained her indepen¬
dence ofus for nine year*, should annex herselfto the Mexican
republic, and that the Mexican Government should send her
armies to the eastern bank of the 8*1tine, or opposite New
Orleans, as our President sent our armies to the liio Grande
to take up a position opposite Mulamoros.for the eases ware

.strictly analogous. He chaJimged gentlemen to show him
uny defect in the analogy. Well, suppose, as tHe Mexican
army approached .New Orleans, (he citizens of Louisiana
should fly before it, and the Mexican General should blockade
the Mississippi river, so aa to compel the American force* that
might be in IVew Orleans either to go back or coine over and
fight him, would not this be cause of war! f

Mr. BROWN, of Virginia, inquired* whether the Rio
Grande was not blockaded by General Taylor on his own

authority >

'Mr. FISHER replied that he was establishing the fact and
it* inevitable consequences, and that was alf *ullicient for this
portion of his argument f but, by whomsoever it wua done, it
had been subsequently sanctioned and approved by the Presi¬
dent of the United State*. His purpose now wus to show
that we commence the war with Mexico. If, then, the
Mexican General should'blockade the Mississippi river, as our

General blockaded the Rio Grande, he asked the advocates of
the I resident and of the war whether it would not be an ag.
gression on the part of Mexico which would be cause of war '

I he gentleman opposite said it was no aggression on our part
to do this on the Rio Grande ;. and if they were consistent,
and adhered to the principle they sought to establish, they
must yield as much to Mexico in the case he had imagined, if
she should blockade the Mississippi. Thus he had sustained
his premises that the principle of the President, if establish¬
ed, would be destructive of our own rights and interests. If
the Texan title should bo acquiesced in because she had de¬
clared the territory was hers, although she had never subdued
it.if it was to be treated as hers because she claimed it by a

law of her own enactment, he again asserted that this would
be to subvert all rights to teriitory, and common sense also.

But again : it had been said by gentlemen opposite that
from 1843 neiiher the military of Mexico nor her civil officers
hud ever been on the eastern bank of the Rio Grande, but that
those of Texas had. Now, precisely the reverse of this was

the truth. No Texan ever made a tour to the eastern bank of
the Rio Grande without being either captured or killed. How
then, could it be maintained that Texas had conquered or re-

volutionized that territory » It was neither conquered nor re¬

volutionized, and therefore Texas had no right to it, and
could not justly claim it. It Mongcd to its original owners
There were four ways by which territory could be acquired,
first, by discovery; secondly, by occupation ; thirdly, by con¬

quest ; and fourthly, by purchase. Well, then, as Mexico
had an undisputed right to this territory, Texas of course had
no right to it, and consequently it could not be claimed as
American soil. It was also shown to be untrue that in this
war Mexico struck the first blow. We hare proof to the con¬

trary. It was demonstrable that we were the aggressors. The
documents to which gentlemen opposite had acccas did not sus¬

tain the position they bad assumed.
But the advocates of this war took other ground. They

maintain that our claim for indemnity for spoliations on the
commerce of our citizens wa< justifiable cause of war. But
did they mean to contend that the war was commcnced for
the purpose of obtaining indemnity from Mexico > Why
this would be an admission that the President commenced the
war. I he spoliations on our commerce by Mexico were not
acts of recent dale { what right, then, had the President to
make war lor indemnities > 'This position was an aggravation
rather than a justification of the act of the President.

But again : gentlemen said Mr. Slidell was rejected, and
hence we had cause of war. But would it bo pretended that
the I resident had the right to commence war because Mexico
rejected Mr. Slidell ' The idea was preposterous. If, how¬
ever, the President had acted in good^faith, Mr. Slidell" would
not have been rejected, and he believed war would not have
ensued. Mexico asked for a commissioner to settle the diffi.
eulties existing between the two Governments, and our Pre¬
sident sent a minuter plenipotentiary to reside there, and
Mexico refused to receive him in tbut character, as she had
the right to do. Herrera alid Psredes both asked for a com¬

missioner, which our President refused to send. Subsequently,
however, he sent Mr. Trist as a commissioner, when we were
involved in a war, from all the horrors of which we might
have been spared if a commissioner had been sent in the first
instance.

But the President now tell* us he has offered them liberal
terms of peace. Hut what are those terms > They knew
nothing about them. The President would not communicate
to Coi gresa the orders given to Mr. Slidell, nor what amount
of money Mr. Trist wus authorized to pay for the territory
which he was instructed to demand. How, then, could they
tell whether the terms were liberal or otherwise > He be-
lieved if the President hid offered Mexico ju*t and fair terms
of peace, that he could have obtained it; but he had not done
so, and Mexico would not make peace because the terms of¬
fered were such as no honorable nation could submit to. There
was not a doubt on his mind that the object of the Adminis¬
tration was the conquest of the whole of Mexico ; and be¬
lieving as he did on this subject, and as he thought every gen¬
tleman must believe who looked at the fact* free from party
influences, that the war was unjustly commenced on our part.
that il we carry it on to the conquest of the whole of Mexico, it
will prove destructive to our own Government.he asked what
they were to do as honorable men and as patriots in such a

case If the war was commenced unjustly, and to carrv it
on would result in adding Mexico tothese United States, which
would be destructive of our republican institutions, what wus
their duty as patriots in this cri«i* ' Why, evidently as far
us in their power lay it was their duty, by some means, to

stop this atrocious war. As juat mm snd as patriot* they
mu*t do thi*. . From the diacharge of thi* duty they had no

escape but in wrong doing.
But *ome gentlemen had arguad that the war wa* constitu¬

tionally made, and yet they contended that the President had
no constitutional power to invade the territory of a neighboring
nation. He had power to repel invasion and to supprrs* in-1
*urrection, but he had no right to aend an army among the
citizens of Mexico on the Rio Grande. Nor was there any
evidence that Mexico contemplated an invasion. Some gen¬
tlemen had asserted that Mexico had collected troop* in great
numbers.to the number of acven thousand.previous to that
t me, on the western bank of the Rio Grande, with the avowed
intention to invade and reconquer Texas , and that they were

stationed at Matamoro*. Of thi* there wa* no evidence. The
assumption was unsustained ; nay, the proof established the
contrary to lie the truth. There wss no collection of troop.
more than were ordinarily there, before (Jen. Taylor was or¬

dered to the Rio Grand*. General Taylor told the President
that there were scarcely two thousand troop* at Matamnros,
and that there wa- no probability of an attack. The President
loo told them that the two nation* were at that time at peace,
the disturbance of which must have been anticipated as a con¬

sequence of the marching of our troop* to the Rio Grande.
Ami what was the condition of things in relation to'I'exa* as
a republic » Mexico on her pari, and Mr. Jones, the Presi¬
dent ol Texas suspended hostilities, and they were not re¬

commenced untd we marched our troop* in her territory. A*
to any protection which Texaa required, *he had it while our

army was stationed at Corpus Christi. Peace then existed,
but our President broke it, and peace was not asked for now
because peace waa not deaigned or desired by the President.
No one could read the despatches sent to Gen. Taylor without
coming to the conclusion that the deliberate design was to in-
voire us in a war with Mexico. The President hastily pushed
on our troops under the pretence that Mexico wa* raising
forces ; but General Taylor, in hi* peculiarly mild manner, fold
the I resident that he was misinformed.that there was no
collection of troop*.that thete wa* no necessity for warlike
demonstration*.that there was no danger. The President
nevertheless ur<ed on our troop* with the evident determina
tion to involve the two nations in deadly hostilities.

But the President told u* in his mesaage of 1845, in addi
tion to the evidence already spoken of, that, when our army
was at < ,orpus (?hristi, it wss on the western frontier of Texas.
He told us in that aamc message that our army was on the
eastern frontier .of Mexico. There was, then, no claim to
that portion of Mexican territory ; hut now that alone was
not sufficient ( for the whole of Mexico was to be subdue I,
and brought unwillingly into thi* Union. And thi* he could
not but regard a* the height of despotism. It wa* most as¬
sured y not republicanism. And what would be the effect on
ourselves 1 Mexican* would not quiotly yield themselves to
our Ctovernment on the one hand, nnd, on the other, the same
spirit which would bring them amongst u* against their inclina¬
tion would be dangerous to the liberty of our own citizens. It
might attempt to establish a despotism over us. It was the same

spirit which actuated despots of the old world, and caused the
manj martyrdom* of good and great m.-m, whose butcheries
stained the pages of biitory. Let the principle lie tolerated
and established amongst us that other nation* must be sub¬
dued to our dominion, and our own libertiea will not be safe.
And on what pretence was it that we should conquer other
States and annex them t» ourselves f It had been said that
we inu»t give them the benefit of free institutions. It was,
then, because we considered our Government better than
their*. But wa* it the province of thia republic to force its
institutions on other nations > Had we not olaimed for man¬
kind the right to govern themselves by such laws a* they might
enact for their own government ' For what but thi* did our

forof ;her^ igage in our revolutionary struggle ? And yet1
ai Uus early period of the history of this icpublic iU Presi-
dent disavowed that principle as a governing one for the Mex¬
ican people i and lie aought to aultdue them ami to bring them
into aubjoction to us and to our lawn. Much was not the cha¬
racter of his (Mr. P.'a) democracy. He claimed for oilier
nation*, aa well aa for our own, the right to establish either
republicaniun, an aristocracy, or an anarchy. If other na-
tiona are submissive to a despotism, it ia no business of
oura. It givea ua no right to interfere with them, an<l the ex*
ercise of auch a power, he again asserted, could not bo con¬
sistent with our own institutions.
The President now told us that the whole objec* of the war

waa t« obtain indemnity. That was the avowed object of thia
war. The President claima indemnity not only for spoliations
on the pro;wrty of our citizen*, but for the expenaea of this
war. Now, where were they to atop f He again appealed
to the House.to every member of it, aa a patriot jealous of
the honor of his country.to aid in putting a atop to this war.
If we proceed with the war on thia principle the reault was

obvious. It was evidently the determination of the President
to subdue the whole of Mexico and annex it to the United
Slates; and this be (Mr.-F.) would endeavor to prevent as

far aa te h*<l the potter. Could this be done ? Gentlemen
oppoaite had aaked what were our tenmi of peace ; and to
that queation he answered that hi would muke peace now pre¬
cisely aa he would have made peace aoon after the war began.
He would claim nothing on account of the expenses of the
war; and ttence he held that we were entitled to nothing
that we had no claim to before the commencement ot hostili¬
ties. Ho would,"in the next place, seek to establish a boun¬
dary line between th# two republics, and that line he believed
should be in the "stupendous desert" beyond the Nueces.
He would then aecbre indemnity for our citizens for the losses
they had sustained ; and this was all he would desire, and it
was all we should expect the Mexican Government to consent
to. We should romemlier that, by waging an unjust war, by
contending for unreasonable indemnities, we were dishonoring*ur own nation. Some gentlemen who had preceded him had
well said that injustice and unrighteousness were not consistent
with national honor. So far as bravery in battle and the suc¬
cess of our arms was concerned, we have gained great honor
in an unjust war; but, at the same time, we have been tar¬
nishing the national honor at hom<ft And how shall we re¬
deem ourselves from the stain > The first step should he to
stop this unjust war. As a nation we must be ju&t, for we
read in the inspired volume that "righteousness exalteth a
nation, but sin is a reproach to any people."
The Chairman's hammer here announced the termination

of the gentloman's hour, and he yielded the floor, for which
there wore many competitors.

Mr. TH0MA8, of Tennessee, referred to the variety of
subjects which had already been discussed during the pen¬
dency of this bill, in justification of the course of remark which
he should take. A call had been made upon the President
for the instructions given to Mr. Slidcll; compliance with that
call had been refused, and now we heard the courso of the
President dcnoi*iced jis throwing himself on his " royal pre¬
rogative" in withholding information. But the House had
been passing resolution after resolution since that time asking
information of tke President, " if in his opinion it is not in¬
compatible with the public interests t» be communicated."
Thus the very course of the House stood out a clear justifica¬
tion of the President.

But on this point he would refer to some of the views enter¬
tained by men who knew moreof the sf it it of the constitution
than ho professed to know. He would first read from a record
made by Mr. Jefferson of the consultation* of President
Washington's Cabinet, dated March 31, 1792 :
" Mahch the 3f»t, 1792..A meeting at the President's:

present Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, Henry Knox,
and Edmund Randolph. The subject was the resolution of
the House of Representatives, of March '27, to appoint a com¬
mittee to inquire iuto the causes of the failure of the late ex-

pedition under Major General St. Clair, with the power to
call for such persons, papers, and records as may lie nccessary
to assist their inquiries. The committee had written to Knox
tor »he original letters, instructions, kc. The President had
called us to consult merely because it was the first example,and he wished that, so far as it should bceomc a precedent, it
ihould be rightly, conducted. He neither acknowledged nor
desired, nor even doubted the propriety of what the House
were doing, for he had not thought upon it, nor was acquaint¬
ed with subjects of this kind ; he could readily conceive there
might be papers of so secret a nature as they ought not to be
given up. We were uot prepared, and.wished tnue to think
and inquire.
" Arm l '21..Met again at the President's on the same sub¬

ject. We had all considered and were of one mind, first, that
the House was an inquest, and therefore might institute in¬
quiries ; secondly, that it might call for papers generally ;
thirdly, that the Executive ought to communicate such p:ipcrs
as the public good would permit, and ought to refuse those the
disclosure of which would injure the public ; consequently were
to exercise a discretion."
He alluded to the mes-uge of General Washington in 1796

upon this subject, to which so frequent reference had recently
been made. A part of this mes«ge, he said, was wholly dis¬
approved of by the Republican party of that day, let! on by
Giles and Msdison. Mr. Madison made an able argument,
which was reported at length, against the message of General
Washington. But he did not say a single word against the
position which was quoted by President Polk from General
Washington's measige. ..On the contrary, Mr. Madison, who
was then heading the opposition to President Washington,
used the following language, clearly sustaining Mr. Polk in
the position he had taken. In the House of Representatives,
April 6, 1796, Mr. Msdison said :
" He thought it clear that the House must have a right in all

cases to ask tor iutormation which might assist their delibera¬
tions on subjects submitted to them by the constitution ; being
res|>oiMible nevertheless for the propriety of the measure. He
was as ready to admit that the Executive had a right, lender a
due responsibility, also to withhold information when oft nature
that did not permit a disclosure of it at the time. And if the
refusal of the President had been founded firmly on a repre¬
sentation that the state of the business within his department
and the contents of the papers asked for required it, although
he might have regretted the refusal, he should have been little
disposed to criticise it."

Again he says:
" If the Executive conceive* that, in relation to hi* own de¬

partment, paper* could not he wifely communicated, he might
on that ground refute, them, because he was th« competent
though reipoiitible judge within hi* own department."

Heir, then, we had the authority of Washington and Madi¬
son sustaining the course of Mr. Polk. Mr. Jeffsrson, Mr.
Monroe, Gen. Jacks n, and other high authorities could he
brought forward on this aide, and not a single one could be
found to the contrary.

Mr. T. referred to the eflort that had l>*en made by refer¬
ence to the course of Mr. l'olk upon the call upon President
Adams for information relative to'the Panama Mission, to
convict him (Mr. Polk) of inconsistency in now declining to
communicate all the information demanded by the House, and
he entered into a minute examination of that case, with a view
to the complete vindication of Mr. Polk. He maintained that
the doctrine the friends t>f the President advocated on the sub-
ject had been the doctrine of all patties since the foundation of
the Government . and he referred to Judgn Htoiy and other
elementary writers on the constitution, all of whom, he aaid,
went so far as to say that the lioUse of Representatives had
no right to dtnutnd information of thn President .upon any
subject in relation to our foreign affairs, but could go no
further than to request it. Thry held that this was the whole
right of the House.

Mr. Tno«*s said it was all important to look at the
history of this war, to see how far it had progressed, what
sums it had cosl, and, what was of far more consequence,
what an amount of human life had been expended in its pro-
seculion. The gentlemen on the other side, after contemplat¬
ing the whole affair, came to the conclusion hat it was wrong,
all wrong, and that all this vast amount of evil had been in¬
curred in the prosecution of an unjust, unnecessary, and un¬

constitutional war. If that gentleman was in the right as to
the character of the war, and the unconstitutional manner in
which it had been commenced, then he was right in maintain¬
ing that we ought to recall our troops, and make a treaty with
Mexico on precisely the same boais we had offered at the be
ginning » but, if his principle was right thus far, it ought to
have rarried him further. If we bad gone to war with Mexi¬
co unjustly, we owed her reparation. If all out war had been
a wanton aggression on her rights snd invasion of her territo¬
ry, most certainly it was our duty to make her amends a< !>cst
we might. Why did he stop short of the manifest require¬
ments of justice } The gentleman discoursed very eloquently
about the principles of honor and justice, and he drew even

from the good book itself in support of them ; but, had he con-
suited that volume, he might have found alnnit making resto-
lation fourfold.

But let us examine the basis on which the charge against
the Administration rested. The gentleman would have the
world liclievs that all the evils of this stste of war had been
brought upon the country by the unnecessary and unconstitu¬
tional march of our army to the banks ot the Rio Grande.
Now, it seemed to Mr. T. thst, if gentlemen who brought
this charge Would but look back a little, they would find that
they were placing their own friends in a rather awkward pre-
dicament.
On the 11th of May, 1848, when this House were engaged

in dismissing the necessary measure* to be taken in j>re|>ara-
tion for a possible war with England, an Executive message
came into the House stating thai war existed on the banks of
the Rio Grande. An amendment was accordingly introduced
declaring that the war existed by the act of Mexico. This amend¬
ment was voted by the House.a majority of thr Tennessee
delegation voting in theaffirmative. And afterwards, when the
bill was introduced granting supplies in men and money, though
many gentlemen on the other side maintained stoutly that the
amendment declared n lie, and that they were compelled to
vote what they did not believe, yet all of them, with ihe ex¬

ception of fourteen, voted in favor of the bill. Now admitting,
for argument sake, that what they eakl was true, the
amendment declaring the war to exist by the act of Mexioo
was false, stiH, he naked, what was the bill for > To m*ke
provision to carry on the war. It placed fifty thousand volun¬
teers and ten millions of money at the disposition of the Preri-

fift i f hJm t0 r^«ecut« the war. Ye.. the bill called
fifty thousand of our fellow-citizen* from their peaceful home*
and tent them to encounter the horror* and danger* of# dead¬
ly climate, and all in wrder to carry on an unjust,unnecessary and
unconstitutional war ! Now, if gentle,nen k^ew t£ war lo Ce
thus unjuat j if they believed it to I* unneoW^£
Xfolte""""'0* "" -«"».'»». -by JiJ u*7

They complained that they were forced to vote that the war

^ M,'XiC°' lh0Ugh ,bey knew Mter, though they
knew that it waa in lact begun by ourselves. Well if thev
knew that, why did they vote to prosecute the war ' Tbev

,T'grii i
'°rCed 10 VOto for ,he if they voted for

he bill, but who could force them to vote to car. on i war

I?, i
unju-t. »"<! unronat,mtlol)ll, > How

fir had the war proceeded when that bill waa passed > A.
ur as thei House knew our army was eucamped on the left
bank of the Rio Grande, and the Mexican army wlln the
other bank, directly opposite. Some of these troops had cross-
fd, and some American soldiers had been blain. Did a state
'' things like that cull for so vast an expenditure > AlthoughMr. I. professed to bo a friend and supporter of the pr3
neveTaEl0"' T*'^ e"tTU,M!d' a"J he trussed he

should, so much respect foAany Admiiiistmtinn »<.

camjwi"'0"" ofdolkr* and thousand men to aid it in

parrying on an unjutt, unnecessary, and unconstitutional war
According to these gentlemen, the war was all wrong wrX
rom the start, begun by trampling on the constitution.' When
ur troops were slum they were in the territories of a friendly

-neighbor, where they had no right to 1* : and vet the*W-

.mn1!* m
^ hU friend8 believeJ that the war had been be-

tor*IC°i' thcn both men and money ought
to be \oted, and voted free ly, to carry it on. But how could
g ntlemen ever pretend to justify themselves, who believed as

rtwwhe'T,,y U>e T'lr MT T- ^SiSSS-fS
n

°n 'hf R'° Grande where

2e^ KhaVebet": °nd lberef,Me " Mexico had at-

consisted? »h #^h "° cornmenoetJ the war, he held very

ca rvi « on .1
° T16 °H mucb bouna <o vote for

carrying on the war now as they were at first
Butt gentlemen said ,hey voted the bill not to carry on the

War, but merely m order to relieve Gen. Taylor. The excuse
was frivolous the answer perfectly nugatory? Thev knew

realh'r lh"lrb6fore 'he men were voting could possiblyreach Gen. J aylor, his fate would have been waled Thit
ote could not affect his safety or avail to deliver him from

the greatest danger. He was three thousand miles off: who
could pretend that he voted in the hope that relief would reach 1

him, consequence of that vote, limo lo effect hi,

extmX'n '?.ret?"d ". 'rhey vot*d ^e bill then not to
x icateGen. J aylor. Should information reach the House

to-day that the President of the United States had ordered an
army «cro« the St. Lawrence into Canada, and that o"
general and his command were in imminent danger of being
cut to pieces : they were one thousand miles oil", in the inte-

¦ >-* !»' whihcommJS.
these facts to Congress, should ask for millions of money and

.mTvvi" g°.t0 tbe rescup. who Would vote such a
bill Who would not instantly ask, "why is our army in

tVeTi8 Wnat r,g ,ave lbey ,0 1,6 lhere >M And no "gen-
tleman would rise and say they had any right. But when
he supply bill passed at the commencement of this war, no¬

vo!^ fhl f u'de r"i8ed Rucfva» objection, but they
voted the men and the money for the war Now they pre¬
tended that it was only to relieve (Jen. Taylor.
And now on the subject of the boundary of Texas. It had

been said here, time and again, and he believed it was gen-
erally admitted, that the light of Texas was a revolutionary
ught, and that justs) far as the levolution actually extended

Shi! VV i"°, ! u
ber rifiht ,0 the territory extended

with it. \V eil; take the question on that ground. Even
one knew that, when a revolution prevailed in any country
against the previously existing government, it was not a pos-
posiible thing to bound the extent of the revolution by precise
lines, a land surveyor would run the bounds of an estate
with compass and chain. It was not practicable to tell within
a rood just how far it could with truth be said that the revolu-

atThilr^T?,"f; -NTil WaH 'mporUot, in order to come

,, ,p0,Dt' t.<)1 li,0,k fnd iee where the contending j.nrties
hemselves considered the dividing line as running. When
the declaration ol inJcpendence was made by Texas in 1836
she had not precisely defined any bound iry. But subsequent

^ fowXl0fix, i A,fu,r tl,e ,,au,e of San J-STS
en fought, and 1 resident Santu Anna capturcd, a treaty

or something which bore the name, (whether it was strictly'a
treaty or not he shouid not argue,) waa entered into ? ind,
hough it might not be of binding power, still it went lo show
how the parties on both sides understood the boundary l«tween
' Her® were l,beL representatives of the two countries
met in one place, and they sat down to settle U)>on the line.
On what did they agree, aod»what did they claim fron, each
«h«r iexas claimed to the Rio Grande, while Mexico
laimed up to the Sabine. There was the iasue ; and this

othe*r7 rrl'a,irWaS f '"VL'" .di',,,Ule' If the b«J no
other effect, ,t served to et Mexico know what T^xs. claimed.
In 1843 an armistice took pluce, and in 1845 a second the
respective parties retired for the purpose of negotiating. The
Mexican* went west of the Rio Grande, while the Texan.

Sebv vT Cl't 8,df °^iU In June' l844> »n effort was
made by Mcxkjo, under Gen. Woll, to reconquer Texa, : and

looker T* RC,Mfrai " I*oc,ar»»''«n. in which he
spoke of Texas as a revolted province of Mexico. That re¬
volted province, whatever iu boundaries were, was the Tex*.
which we annexed to the United State*. [Here Mr. T ouoted
the proclamstion of Gen. Woll, and argued, from the Ian-
guagc he employed, that he regarded the Rio Grande as the
boundary of the revolted piovince he bad been aent to re.

conquer J
But it was said that, on the bank«of the Rio Grande, there

Were certain peaceful Mexican .ettlement*. Well; *o there
Were. But what then ' A* he had already *aid, in fixing
Ihe great bonnd. and iimita which arparat.-d ditferent coun¬
tries, it was impossible to bend the line hither and thither to
meet the little local convenience* of different neighborhoods.
It was not poaaible to bound the extent of revolutions bv
lines going in and out, like the limits .f a private e*ta»e
In our own revolution there had been Torie* who were

oppo*ed to it, and Tory settlements where the flag of the
new Government was not suffered to float. There were
some who refund to- fight on either si e, and others who
fought to retain the established Government; but did we

at the peace surrender these local spot* in the gene-al ac¬

knowledgment of our national independence > Had Great
Uritain the face to ask thai reafrraiiongKhoulii be made whftre-
ever a Tory neighborhood existed ' Besides, there was no

proof that these people settled on the Rio Grande were Mexi¬
can I ""es to the Texan Government s on the contrary, the
proclamation put forth by C.nales *,,oke of them a. being no-

tonously unfriendly to Mexico, and as having * lid that they
never would submit again to Mexican authority. It might l>e
that fhev were non-combatants, and, on acc.iunt of the too
near vicinity of the Mexican forces, were afraid to come out
and lake open sides with Texas. But had any remonstrance
< one up from them to Gen. Taylor showing that they were
lexican at heart ' There might have been a kv- isolated cases,

but none that evinced any thing like a concerted movement or

general action. On these principles Mr. T. contended that,
in establishing a national boundary line, regard could not be
ha to these isolated spot* : we must lix on great and promi¬
nent natural features of the country, without attempting to
suit the convenience of each particular neighborhood.

V' wished to call the attention of the committee to the
manifest inconsistency of gentlemen who wen1 opposed to this
war. I lie course of the Administration, according to them,
wa* wrong, only wrong, and that continually. Nothing praise¬
worthy was to lie found. But when these same gentlemen
came to t peak of another individual, and one who had had no

little to do in carrying on the war, their lt|»s could utter no¬

thing but praise. Now, Mr. T. bad taken the pains to col¬
lect from the reports of the general in command, (a gentleman
who, fortbe mo* part, was no very enthu*is*nc friend of this
Administration.who certainly knew something about the
farts in ihc case about which "he was writing,) some extracts
which he woold read to the committee. He commenced with
a letter frotn General Taylor to the Deportment of September
w

' '' Wa" wr"'t*n from Corpus Chrieti, and ft gave
the opinion that he should not.need volunteers to aid htm in
the execution of the order* received. He read also from an¬

other, dated October H, in which Instated that the people on

this side the river would not be averse to his inarch, and
though he considered Corpus Christi as a very proper p^int to

nold, he should have preferred sn advanced position on the
river.Corpus Chri«ti wss "too far from the frontier" Now
gentlemen on the other side warmly insisted that Corpus Christ
ti was itself the frontier of Texas (ten. Taylor, it wemed
was of a very different opinion. This view taken by General
I aylor was corroborated by that of Canales, who, writing from
( anaargo, a small (ow n immediately on the Rio del Norte de¬
clares it to be the .« northern frontier" of Mexico He' also
quotrd General Taylor a* speaking of .. our title to the Kio
liramie. He thought that Corpus Christi might do well
enoegh so far, but considered it his duty to sunreot th«.

diency of advancing to the Rio Grande.
Now, gentlemen on the other side would all admit that
n- Taylor was actuated by a regard for the good of bis

couetry , so he must have c >n«idered it for the good of this
couetry that our srrny should be advanced to the left hank of
the Rio Grande, the very thing charged a. so great an enormi-

t* i rrm,l'nt\ Mr. T. next quoted another letter of

,
ylor, m which he disclaim, all neee»ily of tilking

volunteers from the other States, and says that if any should
oe needed he should draw them from Texas «hnt
had Gen. Taylor been sent there for » To obtain all the in-

fiwmation in his power on the spot, and then u, gi,. to the
Department his advice as a military man. Hi* next letter ac¬

knowledged the receipt of the order of the 13ih of January,
( the fatal order ) and speaks about his reaching the bank*

of|the river, and being then able tojudge of the temper of the
inhabitant* of the northern provinces of Mexico , but gave it
as his opinion that the people on the riv. were well disposed
toward ne, and that his advance to the river would have a

great effect.
It had been contended that Gen. Taylor, in a subsequent
er, withdrew this advice in favor of advancing to the river;

but Mr. T. contended that thi» was a false construction puton Gen. Taylor's language ; which, on the contrary, express¬ed his high approbation of auch a step. On the lftth of Ja¬
nuary he told the Department that he did not think the ad¬
vance of the army would be seriously resisted; he (poke ofenforcing ,4our rights," and thought there would he no needof increasing hu force by volunteer*, drc., because the peoplewould generally remain quiet.Now, let any one compare the language of gentlemen otithe other siJe in regard to the President of the United Statesand to a rhiefiain whom they considered themselves aa enjoy¬ing a monopoly to extol.
He went on to quote from letters written by Gen. T. on the15lh and ".J 1st of April, atlei he lud/eached the river, aod

was encamped immediately opposite Mutamotos. Here hespoke of our riijht to a joint navigation of the liver, and thff
necemity, under certain circumstances, of " carrying the war,aa it ahould be carried, into the enemy's country# He call¬ed for five thousand men, expresely for the purpose of march¬ing into Mexico. Now he presumej (Jen. T. knew as well
as any man whether the war was begun by Mexico or by theUnited States.
The President of the United States on the 11th May said thatthe war had been commenced by Mexico, and Congress de¬clared the same thing. On the 11th of March the Mexicanminister, in his letter lo our Government, declared that Mex¬ico had used all efforts in her power to avoid the war, but ithad been provoked on our part. A gentleman on the otheraide of the House, speaking the ether day, had made the same

statement. The Mexican minuter used the term " provoked,'*so did gentlemen here. There soemed an entire agreementbetween their language and that of the Mexicans. Now, it
might be that Mr. T.'a partiality for his own country blindedhis perceptions of truth, but certain it was that he should not
like to Iks found thus agreeing with the enemies of his country. '

Now, to see how far Gen. Taylor agreed with his enthusiastic
admirers on this floor, he would reaJ from a despatch of hisdated the 8th of May, in which, speaking of his answer to the
Mexican request for an armistice, he tells Arista that cir¬
cumstances have changed, and that he could not now suspend
an operation which " he had not initiated or provoked."Mr. T. would leave the gentlemen on the other side to set¬
tle this difference in sentiment between themselves and the
Mexican minister on the one side and Gen. Taylor on the
Other. Which was right ? Both could not be. Here were
the President of the United States and General Taylor on the
one side and a Whig majority of the House of Representatives
on the other. He contended that theae gentlemen had by their
acts admitted before the world that Gen. Taylor was in the
right. If not, then they were chargeable with all the conse¬

quences of the war. They had voted men and money
to inflict these terrible evils both on Mexico and their
own country. However reprehensible the President might be,
they had gone further than he. He had ordered the army to
the Rio Grande < they bad carried it to the gates of Mexico.
All the thousand miseries which had been endured, all the
thousand scenes of Wo which had since occurred were charge¬
able on them. How many widow'a wails and orphan's cries
had gone up to Heaven witnessing against men who supplied
all the means of carrying on an unjust and unnecessary war.
Yes; these gentlemen had done it. They voted the supply
bill.but why } They said the war was unjust.a war of
invasion.a war of conquest.and still they voted to carry it on.
Those on Mr. si'.'s side had but acted aa did their Revolu¬
tionary sires when they believed tlieir right* to be invaded.
They thought the war right and just.provoked by Mexico,
and not to be avoided by us without dishonor. They were,
therefore, chargeable with no inconsistency ; but gentlemen
who said it was "a tie" that Mexico begun the war, and yet
voted n bill which proceeded on that assumption, how could
they escapc the responsibility of all the woes which followed
in its train } For himself, he would rather have believed the
falsehood (if falsehood it was) than voted the bill while disbe¬
lieving it.

Mr. T. here quoted the letter of the Secretary of War to
Gen Taylor, in which he directed him, should the common
right of navigating the Rio Grande be resisted by Mexico,
not to attempt to enforce it by military means. The course
of the General wax approved so far, but he must let the river
alone. But Gen. Taylor, instead of letting the river alone,
bad ordered its mouth to be blockaded, and sent a message
to Ampudia warning him that the Mexican army must either
withdraw fioin the river or cross it and fijght.Now, gentlemen could scarce find language severe enough,
to censure the President for the "fatal order" to advance the
army to the Rio Grande, and yet not a word of censure for
Gen. Taylor, who bad ordered, on hia sole responsibility, the
river to be blockaded, and that against the President's orders.
Mr. T. here read a part of Gen. Taylor's letter to Ampudia,
in which he tells the Spaniard that the war has heen "forced
upon us." What would he have said could he have foreseen
the p«)*itions that would be taken by his own special admirers
on that floor 1 He was surprised that even a Mexican should
pretend that we began the war. How woulil he have hung
his head to think that Americans and American legislator*
should be found standing with the bragging anJ swift-running
Ampudia ?.

Here the Chairman's rod of fate fell with a hollow eound,
and Mr. T. resumed his seat.

FROM A CORRESPONDENT.
" OUTRAGE AGAINST A SOVEREIGN 8TATE.
" That the youngeat State in the Union, who has question*

* before Congre** deeply interesting to her welfare, *hoi)Ul be
' denied the privilege of having representative* in the Senate
' of the United States to participate in ha proceedings, and
* that brought about by the Whig party, for the sake of their
4 own miserable party purposes, is a gross and almost unpar-
* atleled outrage."
80 speaks the " Union" in its preface to a letter announ¬

cing that Iowa will not be represented in the 8enate at this
session of Congress. " A gross and unparalleled outrage" to
do what' To do precisely what the Locofoco friends of the
government editor did at the regular session of the Legisla¬
ture.prevent the election of Senators. Their conduct is pro?
perly characterized in this brief paragraph.it was "a gross and
unparalleled outrage,^planned and executed "for the sake
of their own miserable party purposes.'* And yet the Exe¬
cutive organ, now so filled with patriotic indignation, bad not
a word to nay then.neither censure nor rebuke escaped iu
What arc the facts ' The Whigs had a majority in the
House, and, with the "independent Democrats," a majority
on joint ballot. Their opponents held the Senate, and they
never agreed to meet the House in convention until they
thought the candidates of their party would be elected to the
Senate ; then they went into the joint meeting in accordance
with the resolution offered by a Whig Senator that the two
Houses should " meet and elect" United States Senators and
Supreme Judges. As soon, however, as the result of the
first ballot waa announced, showing that their caucus nomi¬
nees could not and that Whig* would be elected, the political
friend* of tha " Union" did all in theii power, and finally
succeeded to adjourn the meeting j and ever afterwards, not¬

withstanding the imperative character of the resolution under
which they had Iftet, did they refuse to meet again. Their
Conduct in the meeting, too, was not only bullying bat dis¬
graceful, aa the proceedings will show.
The Legislature adjourned, therefore, without an election.

In the mean time, in consequence of their success in filling
two vscancie* which h^d occurred in the Houae of Kepreaen-
tatives.one in the county of De< Moines and another in the
county of Lee.the Governor called a special session. The
Legislature assembled, and in the Senate and aleo in the
House there was a seat filled by a member who had removed,
subsequently to the adjournment of the regular session of the

Legislature, into another than the county he was originally
chosen to represent. These members had tendered their re¬

signations to the Governor for this reason, which he, in view
of his intention to call a special session, refused to accept.
And why ' Because the counties they tutumed to represent.
to represent at the instance and by the will of a partisan
Governor.were of doubtful politics, and Would probably hav®
returned Whtg* as their succeaaore. This would not have auit-
ed the Governor and hi* counsellors, who, in violation of alt

propriety and all right, too, were resolved to elect Senator*
in violence to the declared will of the people.

Looking to thi* state of things, and believing that a legis¬
lature thus constituted could neither constitutionally nor right!
fu||\ elect either Senators or Judges, the Whiga of the Houa*
declined to pa*« 1 lesolution providing for their election. In.
thi* thry did their duty to their constituenta and the constitu¬
tion, and we rejoice that neither feara nor threata deterred
them from it* performance. Let the " Union" rail on, then g
the facts furnish their vindication.

Attorna* Fat*i Mistax* 1* Mum civ*..Another fatal
mistake from the carelessness of an apothecary haa occurred at
Alleghany city. A Mr. Van Winkle went to purchase pal-
verized rhubarb. Another customer had previoaaty called for
some pultvrized opium, which hsd been put up and waa ly¬
ing on the counter of the store. The rhubarb was alao pot up
and laid upon the counter, and Mr. Van Winkle, it la pre¬
sumed, took up the opium instead of the rhgbarb, neither of
which, through the carelessness of the apothecary, bad been
labelled. Mr. Van Winkle administered the medicine to hia
children, causing the death of one of them, a child of two or

three years of age.

Abotnkr 8u*ras*iow..The Anbetam Iron Works, own-

ed by Mr. Gil*ob, of Baltimore, have been suspended, and
all the hand* paid off and discharged, the proprietor intending
to sell out.


